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1. Introduction 

Welcome to the Level 2: Club/Team Umpire Award course. We hope that this will equip you with the 

knowledge and skills to be able to umpire confidently and successfully. You will be helping to grow the 

sport of Rounders by enabling people to play in a safe and fair way - and in the spirit of competition.  

If you have any questions following the course, the staff at Rounders England will be happy to help. 

 

2. Overview of Rounders England 

  
 

3. Umpire Pathway 
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4. Umpire Responsibilities 

 

Safeguarding 

 

Rounders England is committed to ensuring that everyone who participate in Rounders have a safe 

and positive experience. We are committed to developing and implementing policies and procedures 

to ensure that everyone knows and accepts their responsibility in relation to their duty of care for 

young people.  

 

As an Umpire you hold a position of trust and authority, and you must ensure that you are aware of our 

Safeguarding policies, and you know your responsibilities. The full policies can be found on the 

Rounders England website.  

 

If at any time you have any concerns regarding the safety of any individual, in particular children and 

young people, you should contact either your Club Welfare Officer or the Lead Safeguarding Officer 

at Rounders England, whose details are available at www.roundersengland.co.uk 

 

Umpire Code of Practice  

 

Please ensure you read through the Umpire Code of Practice (final pages of this handbook) and sign 

to confirm you will adhere to this code when umpiring.  

 

Please return a signed copy to workforce@roundersengland.co.uk before the course commences. 

 

Rounders England Policies 

All member teams, leagues and individuals are bound by Rounders England’s policies.  

Working together we can protect and promote the welfare of all people in Rounders so that they can 

enjoy the sport free from all forms of abuse and exploitation. 

https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/about-us/our-governance/ 

 

Reporting  

 

Who are you working/volunteering for? This may not be Rounders England.  

Find out what reporting mechanisms these organisations have in place so you are fully aware of what 

to do. 

 

For further information & resources on Safeguarding: 

Rounders England Website - https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/safeguarding/ 

CPSU (Child Protection in Sport Unit) - www.thecpsu.org.uk 

NSPCC - www.nspcc.org.uk 

ACT - https://www.anncrafttrust.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/safeguarding/report-a-concern/
mailto:workforce@roundersengland.co.uk
https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/about-us/our-governance/
https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/safeguarding/
http://www.thecpsu.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.anncrafttrust.org/
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5. Membership 

Rounders England membership aims to support, develop and service teams, leagues, schools, 

Universities and workforce across the country to encourage more people onto the pitch. 

 

As a non-profit national governing body, we are here to help you every step of the way, whether you’re 

just getting started or are already actively involved. Through membership, Rounders England can 

promote, develop and protect the great sport of Rounders. 

 

Our membership options can be found on the Rounders England website here. 

 

 

6. Risk Assessments & Health & Safety 

 

What is a risk assessment? 

 

A risk assessment is the process of identifying what hazards currently exist or may appear in the area 

used for your activity. A risk assessment defines which hazards are likely to cause harm to attendees 

and visitors. 

 

Why do we complete them? 

 

Safety is paramount, umpires need to identify the potential hazards before each game: 

*Who might be harmed 

*How might they be harmed 

*What measures are in place to reduce the risk 

*What further actions are required to reduce the risk, 

*Provide risk factor rating (low, medium, high) 

 

 

Playing Area - Check the playing area for any hazards/objects. Ensure the area is set up ready for your 

match. 

 

Equipment - Make sure the rounders equipment is all safe. You should check your equipment before 

each match. 

 

Ensure you complete/update a risk assessment and Health & Safety checklist before each game.  

(templates can be found below) 

 

https://www.roundersengland.co.uk/members-club/
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GENERIC EVENT RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

• This is a generic Event Risk Assessment which identifies the common hazards and control measures associated with this type of event. 

• Before the event commences the Event’s Organiser must also complete an ‘on the day’ venue Risk Assessment. 

 

Risk Assessment Carried Out By:     Signed:      Date: 

Review Date: Annually 

WHAT ARE THE 

HAZARDS 

RISK PEOPLE AT RISK WHAT ARE YOU 

ALREADY DOING 

TO CONTROL THE 

RISKS? 

COMMENTS/ 

FURTHER ACTIONS 

REQUIRED TO 

CONTROL THE RISK 

RISK RATING 

L M H  

WHO CARRIED 

OUT THE CHECKS? 

INITIAL IF ALL IN 

PLACE 
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Health & Safety Checklist 

 

Use this template to carry out safety checks/risk assessments for each of your games 

 

Leader  Date  

Facility Name and Location  

Location of the Venue’s 

Health and Safety policy: 

 

Location of nearest telephone  

Location of First Aid kit  

Emergency Contact Details 

Role Name Location Telephone 

Appointed first-aider    

    

    

    

Emergency evacuation procedures: 

 

 

Please tick to confirm that the following items have been checked: 

All equipment is safe, undamaged and appropriate. If any equipment is unsafe, please list it 

here and confirm who you have reported it to. 

The playing area and facilities have been checked for actual or potential hazards. 

The facility is suitable and appropiate for the planned activities. 

A register of participants has been maintained. 

Participants’ previous experience established. 

Participants’ clothing, footwear, eyeglasses and jewellery checked as appropriate. 

 

Please tick to confirm that the following have been explained to the participants: 

Health and safety procedures 

The rules o the facility/venue 

Any potential hazards 

The emergency procedures 
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7. Rounders Pitch set up 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

 

 

 

8. The Language of Rounders 

 

POSTS 

 

1.2 m high with a safety cap.  

Wooden posts shall be sheathed in plastic 

 

BASES 

 

Made of a rubber like substance to hold the posts upright 

BALL 

 

Can be hard or soft, to specified dimensions 

BAT 

 

Made of wood, plastic or aluminium to specified dimensions 

BATTING SQUARE 

 

The place where the Batter stands to receive a ball : a marked out 

square measuring 2 m 

BOWLING SQUARE 

 

The place where the Bowler stands to bowl : a marked out square 

measuring 2.5 m 

FORWARD / BACKWARD LINE 

 

 

 

The line which the Umpire uses to judge whether a hit is “forward” or 

“backward”. This line is the focal point of the entire pitch layout. 

Note the line and therefore 4th Post which sits on it is forward 

RUNNING TRACK 

 

An area outside the posts where the Batter has right of way 

SUBSTITUTE 

 

When the captain replaces a player providing the player is not 

already out 

2m ZONE LINE 

 

 

Sometimes called the overrun line. Extends 2m beyond each post; if 

a Batter crosses the line at 1st, 2nd or 3rd and loses contact with the 

post they will be deemed to have set off to the next post 

DEAD BALL 

 

When the Bowler is holding the ball and is standing in the Bowlers 

square 

SIDE OUT 

 

 

When the ball is placed or thrown into the batting square when 

there are no Batters waiting to bat 

NO BALL 

 

When the ball is bowled to the Batter outside the given parameters 

OBSTRUCTION 

 

When a player (either Batter or Fielder) is impeded, a penalty is 

imposed 

ROUNDER SCORED 

 

When the Batter hits the ball with bat or hand holding the bat and 

runs round the pitch passing all the posts in the correct order 

HALF ROUNDER 

 

When the Batter hits the ball with bat or hand holding the bat and 

runs round the pitch to 2nd or 3rd post 

BACKWARD HIT 

 

When the Batter hits the ball with bat or hand holding the bat and 

the ball goes behind the forward/backward line 

INNINGS 

 

When a team goes in to bat. Each team usually has two innings 
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Umpires Code  

of Practice 
The integrity of Rounders is embodied in the umpire in whom trust is placed to ensure the game is played 

by the rules. This Code of Practice is a reminder to umpires of their obligation to maintain fair play and 

to give both teams the chance to win on merit, by applying the rules in a fair and consistent manner. 

 

All Rounders England Umpires are required to abide by the following Code of Practice and the 

Rounders England Safeguarding policy and procedures: 

 

Umpires should:  

 

• Always have regard for the health and safety of all participants 

• Realise that, as an Umpire, you have a position of trust, particularly when working with young 

people, therefore you should always be a positive role model, promote ethical principles and fair 

play 

• Be the third team on the field and shall remain neutral working together 

• Always have regard for the best interests of the game and shall not circulate by any means (verbal 

comment, written and published articles, internet forums, blogs, social networking sites) material 

which may be detrimental to the Governing Body or its members  

• Present a professional image at all times such as appropriate dress, timekeeping etc. 

• Not use inappropriate behaviour whilst on duty such as smoking, drinking, use of recreational drugs, 

inappropriate language or unsporting conduct 

• Make a clear warning to players when they use abusive or inappropriate language or behaviour  

• Only use the unsporting conduct rule if you have already warned the player or the team – the 

exception to this is gross misconduct e.g. violence 

• Not show any favour towards any team or player and adhere to the Rounders England Bribery 

policy 

• Not pass comment on the quality of play or make coaching comments 

• Have access to a telephone for immediate contact to emergency services if required 

• Be aware that Rounders England takes its commitment to safeguarding children and young 

people very seriously. As your position may involve substantial contact with young people, you are 

asked to pay particular attention to the Safeguarding and Equality Policies.  

• Ensure that all participants and players are treated with respect and as equals regardless of race, 

gender, age, religion, disability, sexual orientation, social background or culture 

 

Clean Sport  

 

As the National Governing Body for rounders in England we are bound by the Code for Sports 

Governance Tier 3 as defined by Sport England. An essential part of the code’s governance 

requirements state that we must also demonstrate our compliance to the UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) 

assurance framework including our support, adoption, and compliance of the anti-doping rules 

currently in force. As a supporting partner / associate of Rounders England your activities with us may 

involve you in an aspect of anti-doping control such as educating or advising potential athletes, 

athlete support personnel or other persons regarding the promotion of the values of Clean Sport. 

Accordingly, as a valued partner/associate it is a governance requirement that you agree to be 

bound by the relevant rules laid down in the UK Anti-Doping Policy.  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sportengland.org%2Fcampaigns-and-our-work%2Fcode-sports-governance&data=04%7C01%7CSian.Barnett%40roundersengland.co.uk%7C4db265d5c0744292bc1908da16feb13c%7C7b5434d53af04adeaee142f4844e9dc4%7C0%7C0%7C637847580385956772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nhIiNospPvOapK08UdNnh9nC0jlqvQcpYwlOV0aAxOo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sportengland.org%2Fcampaigns-and-our-work%2Fcode-sports-governance&data=04%7C01%7CSian.Barnett%40roundersengland.co.uk%7C4db265d5c0744292bc1908da16feb13c%7C7b5434d53af04adeaee142f4844e9dc4%7C0%7C0%7C637847580385956772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nhIiNospPvOapK08UdNnh9nC0jlqvQcpYwlOV0aAxOo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ukad.org.uk%2Fnational-anti-doping-policy&data=04%7C01%7CSian.Barnett%40roundersengland.co.uk%7C4db265d5c0744292bc1908da16feb13c%7C7b5434d53af04adeaee142f4844e9dc4%7C0%7C0%7C637847580385956772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pz3uZ4xZt%2FxI9lTLYc0ioM%2FY4gLtCHXIgCUP%2B%2BNe5Nk%3D&reserved=0
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As the National Governing Body, we will always support, endorse, and promote the values of Clean 

Sport and will act (which may include sanctions) against those in breach of the said rules or any action 

or incident that causes the sport or the Rounders England organisation to be placed at a risk of being 

brought into disrepute.  

 

If you would like any further information on any aspect of Clean Sport or anti-doping please contact 

your Rounders England Anti-Doping Lead, David.bentley@roundersengland.co.uk  

As always, thank you for your valued support and quality delivery. 

 

I confirm I have read the above Code of Practice and agree to abide by its content 

Name (Capitals): 

 

Signed:  

 

Dated:  

 

 

This Code is in place to ensure the safety of both the individual signing up to the code and anyone 

they come in to contact with. If at any time you have any concerns regarding the safety of any 

individual, in particular children and young people you should contact your Welfare Officer whose 

details can be accessed via the club notice board or website. Alternatively you can contact the Lead 

Safeguarding Officer at Rounders England, whose details are available at 

www.roundersengland.co.uk/safeguarding/ 

 

 

mailto:David.bentley@roundersengland.co.uk
http://www.roundersengland.co.uk/

